





THE REFORMER. 


Vou. Il.] PHILADELPHIA, SEPT. 1, 1822, (No. XXXIII. 








Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh thetruth.. ° °  *« - « Jeremiah, v. le 


----- CS - —_— Seti Se A I ---- 


MISSIONS. 


In an article headed “ Missions”? in the Columbian 
Star of August 3d, the editors have made another attempt 
to convince the public of the sin of those who question 
the utility of the great Missionary schemes of the day.— 
Say they: “A sordid love of money, and a jealous dis- 
like of the efforts which reproached their own indiffer- 
ence, added to an entire disregard or misconception of 
the true principles of the Gospel, we have almost inva- 
riably found to be the real causes of the clamour against 
Missions, and other benevolent efforts.”’ 

Such charges were no doubt preferred against those 
who questioned the propriety and utility of the Mission- 
ary undertakings of the Catholics. Protestants, how- 
ever, do not hesitate to represent the pompous and zeal- 
ous efforts of the Papists for advancing the cause of 
Christianity,as attended with no benefit, but much injury 5 
not considering that true religion now among themselves, 
and the Catholics at that period, are very nearly upon a 
par, and that there are no just grounds for believing that 
their own Missionary undertakings will be productive of 
any better effects. For our part, we are too fully con- 
vineed of the correctness of our remarks relative to the 
Missionary schemes of the present day, to be moved by 
any denunciations from doctors of divinity or others, 
who make merchandise of the Gospel, and drain the poc- 
kets of the poor to increase their emoluments and ag- 
grandize themselves. The editors proceed : 

‘“¢ We have remarked that the opposition [to Missions} 
has recently acquired more activity. In addition to the 
other methods [the formal pamphlet, and the ephemeral 
newspaper | adopted to prejudice the public mind, we 


have observed, with regret, that several influential editors 
Vou. III. 33 
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have lent their aid to give circulation to misstatements 
and inuendoes adverse to the interests of Missions, and 
to the characters of their promoters.” 

Respecting misstatements, those who are without sin 
in this matter should cast the first stone. It not unfre- 
quently happens, however, that those who are in the 
practice of making misstatements themselves, are the 
most ready to charge it upon others. With regard to 
editors of papers having any thing to say on the subject of 
Missions, we do not see how any conscientious editor 
can refrain from expressing a candid disapprobation of 
the abuses and perversions of charity now going on under 
pretence of promoting the cause of religion. We consider 
it by no means stepping out of their province, or incon- 
sistent with their duty, to show the great dissimilarity 
which exists between modern Missionaries and the Apos- 
tles, and to contrast the way and manner in which a 
knowledge of the Gospel was first diffused among men, 
with the money getting schemes and pompous seminaries 
of the present day; as well as to point out the influence 
which these institutions will give to the clergy, and the 
danger to be apprehended from such influence. On sub- 


jects of this nature, it requires but little knowledge of 


the New Testament or of history, to decide with correct- 
ness, and to speak with effect. The advocates of Mis- 
sions do not consider an editor as stepping out of his pro- 
vince, when he extols and sets forth the utility of Mis- 
sionary associations—why then should he be accused of 
doing it when he shows the abuses and evils which he 
discovers existing among them ! 

The editors of the Columbian Star conclude by ob- 
serving, that * All opposition will be vain. The stone 
which was cut out of the mountain without hands, shall 
fill the whole earth.” Here the editors have been very 
unhappy in their choice of a text to inspire confidence in 
the result of their Missionary undertakings. For howa 
work which is to be accomplished without hands can cor- 
respond with the numerous and pompous Missionary as- 
sociations of the present day, made up of the great men 
of the earth, we are at a loss to conceive. 

In the same paper, under an article headed “ Plawn 
Truth,” the editors again attack that publication : ob- 
serving, that the statement of its objects expressed in the 
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prospectus, was a sufficient exponent of its probable cha- 
racter; and they “ felt no hesitation in classing it with 
the ‘ Reformer.’*? We inform the editors of the Star, 
that we consider it no disparagement to the Reformer to 
be classed with Plain Truth ; and while we are each re- 
sponsible for our respective publications, being unasso- 
ciated, there is one object at least in which we can unite, 
viz. ‘to expose the fallacy of the Missionary plans now 
in operation, and, if possible, to break the spell which is 
maintained over the public mind, by designing men, rela- 
tive to Missions.” 
=-7eai-(eee 


For the Reformer. 


While the Editors of the Reformer are scrupulously 
careful to preserve its pages unsullied by any of those 
libertine principles, which aim to sap the foundation of 
the true Gospel faith, and to subvert the divine authority 
and obligation of Christ’s commandments ; and while the 
devote the work to the encouragement of real, vital reli- 
gion, as taught by the Saviour of the world, so long their 
labours will notbe vain. To expose the unwearied exer- 
tions of artful men, in securing for themselves a luxu- 
rious and idle subsistence on the labours of other per- 
sons—to exhibit their determinate resolution to raise 
themselves to the pinnacle of power in the visible church ; 
tyrannically lording over the consciences of their unwar 
followers; I say, to rend the veil which is thus drawn 
over the purity of Gospel worship and ministry, and to 
deliver mankind from such bondage, will be a work of 
real benefit to the world. 

_ I have been much interested by several extracts printed 
in the last number, and not a little shocked with the 
barefaced attempts of avaricious men, to filch the citizens 
of the United States of their money, under the specious 
pretext, that their salvation, and the very existence of 
religion, depend upon erecting a splendid and powerful 
hierarchy, and maintaining its ministers in idleness, pride 
and luxury. In the Ohio address they say, “ where is 
the Christian, or the man of sound sober sense, who 
would not rather in his dying moments leave his children 
with only a competency among a people of refined taste, 
&c. than leave them with overgrown fortunes, amidst a 
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barbarous people, destitute alike of taste, manners, mo- 
rals and religion ;” this simply signifies. that unless the 

eople of Ohio give a great part of their estates to erect 

heological Seminaries, and thus prepare the means to 
create and maintain a lordly, idle, worldly minded clergy, 
they will be in danger of falling into a state of barbarism, 
utterly devoid of every vestage of religion, and leave 
their children to live among those who are little better 
than savages. To avert this ireedfal circumstance, “ now 
is the proffer made ;” “ let none then deal with a sparing 
hand.’’—Now is your day of salvation; and only by the 
hand, it would seem, of a self-seeking ministry. —Though 
they feign to deplore the improbability, that «an Abbott 
or a Whitehead may be enrolled among their benefac- 
tors,’ yet they hold out the honour as a lure to weak- 
minded persons, and console themselves with the hope, 
that “‘such may yet be raised up,” to replenish the cof- 
fers of the Church, as “ all things are possible with God,” 
except, (as they seem to wish us to think) to work the 
salvation of his rational creation, and to preserve them 
from darkness and ignorance, without the help of those 
hirelings, whose labours are only in proportion to their 
pecuniary remuneration. They proceed : 

‘‘Let none say we are too young and too poor to at- 
tempt so great a labour.”” No exertions are to be thought 
too great to furnish sumptuous livings, and to clothe them 
with purple and fine linen every day. Such, say they, 
‘‘is only the language of infidelity :’? dreadful denun- 
ciation, indeed! Ifthe people of Ohio do not put into 
their mouths, who never can have enough, they are threat- 
ened with the character of infidels, and left to anticipate 
the awful consequences of such a state. ‘Is not the sil- 
ver and the gold the Lord’s ? And the cattle of a thousand 
hills? The earth and the fulness thereof?” And, as 
they are the Lord’s representatives, the only means by 
which you can be saved from barbarism and eternal 
death, it is necessarily their peculiar right to dispose of 
the property which you merely hold as stewards for the 
purposes of the Church, and their comfortable subsistence. 
‘Does God want resources to enable his people {the 
Clergy] to go forward in a work, consecrated to his ho- 
nour and glory, {and their aggrandizement] though it be 
great??? Oh, no; the Missionary and Theological Seml- 
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nary spirit has gone forth throughout the earth, and it 
will open your purses, and pour their contents into their 
hands, to save you from the chains of sin and ignorance. 
«¢ In his hand, too, are the hearts of all men; the secret 
and unseen influences of his holy spirit, forces the fast- 
clenched hand of sordid avarice, expands and liberalizes 
the soul of the grovelling churl.” He can turn your 
hearts as a man turneth his water course in his field, when 
you do not feel inclined to part with your money for his 
clergy’s peculiar service ; the influences of his spirit will 
then bend your stubborn wills, warm your souls with love 
to them, and expand your hearts with feelings of grati- 
tude for their pious, disinterested care of you, so that 
your money will pass out of your hands, as a thing of no 
value to you, compared with the benefits they confer upon 
you by their spiritual labours. But as regards your love 
and obedience to him and advancement in the knowledge 
of his ways, that is left for them to manage; and if they 
are not supported, you must languish. ‘ It is prepos- 
terous to suppose or to expect the Gospel will hold its 
proper influence over the minds of men, without [us] 
ministers of the gospel :”? he will take care to excite you 
to give “ the silver and the gold,” but the eternal con- 
cerns of your souls, he leaves to us. How important then 
“that the work be commenced with a humble but firm 
reliance on God,” that he will find * the silver and the 
gold,”? without which we never work ; and that our ne- 
cessities being well administered to, we shall thereby be 
enabled to save the people of Ohio from the impending 
“darkness and gloom” ‘which thickens and spreads 
around them.” 

These sentiments are further urged, by observations in 
the Boston Recorder, upon a tract in behalf of missionary 
fields. The writer supposes that “no christian farmer 
can peruse it without immediately resolving to consecrate 
a piece of ground to the Lord ;” that is, to the use of the 
Lord’s heritage, the self-denying clergy! ‘¢If the sum 
of $572,000 should be raised” by the consecrated ground, 
‘it could hardly be called large,’ especially when we 
consider the insatiable appetites of those modest guardians 
of the church’s interest; even “ 200,000,000” dollars is 
not deemed “ great compared with their object of reno- 
vating a world.”—* Who,” it is asked, “* was ever knowa 
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to be poorer in consequence of making sacrifices for 
Christ P’—We answer none; but will those who are 
seeking the loaves and fishes persuade us, that giving 
them money is making a sacrilice to Christ, or that he 
requires silver and gold to hire his ministers! What a 
mean and pitiful character must they exhibit in the view 
of heathens, who are unremittingly crying give, give, that 
they may live in ease and splendor, while they profess to 
be his servants who had not whereon to lay his head. 
Indeed, the effrontery with which they advance their 
claims upon the honest industry of the laboring commu- 
nity, is a reproach to the cause of religion, and calculated 
to destroy the influence which the sacred truths of the 
christian religion should hold over the minds of mankind. 
It is astonishing, that men even of common penetration, 
do not more generally discover that they make mere mer- 
chandise of their tenets, a spurious kind of christianity, 
which, though it may amuse the head, never reaches the 
real condition of the heart ; and consequently, so far from 
being a benefit, only lulls it into a fatal security, under 
the belief that the duties of religion are complied with, 
when the parson is paid for his formal lectures, and the 
shadows of religion are regularly partaken of in their 
outward ordinances. 

The schemes for planting the United States with pota- 
toes, and that christian parents should pay annually for 
each of their children a sum to the Education Societies 
for Missionary purposes, are additional disgusting proofs 
of the ingenuity of a mercenary priesthood, exerted to 
establish a system of finance, that shall securely yield 
them the means to live in pomp and luxury, and to fasten 
from time to time more firmly the chains of prejudice and 
subordination to their plans, upon the necks of the people 
of these United States. Educating indigent, talented 
young men for tlfe ministry, who, as they suggest, might 
otherwise be lost to society, and the world left to sink in 
darkness and misery, is the great bait to obtain money 3 
and when they have received an education, further requl- 
sitions must be made for their maintenance, unti! the 
country, if thus duped, would be overrun with priests, 
and be likely to resemble Old Spain, sunk in poverty 
and wretchedness, and blind servility to an overbearing, 
eovetous priesthood. A. M. 
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For the Reformer. 

it would seem, from the strenuous exertions now made 
for the erection of Churches or places of worship in 
this city, that the number already in occupancy, are 
not sufficient for the accommodation of the og Whe- 
ther this be the case or not, I pretend not to determine ; 
but there are several very costly buildings now in pro- 
eress, intended for the different persuasions. Great 
anxiety, it appears, has been experienced, as to the ap- 
pearance, whether this shall be of Grecian, and the other 
fonic order—whether another shall have a marble front, 
&c.; and much regret is expressed at the failure of funds, 
to accomplish what is called so desirable.an object. It 
will be well, if our minds are not drawn too much to 
these external temples, or to the splendid oratory that 
may be displayed in them. If we go to such places to 
have our ears pleased with fine specimens of rhetoric, or 
to be in the company of assembled elegance, little will 
be gained by sath attendance. Religion is a work of the 
heart; and unless we come to the real vital experience 
of it in ourselves, it would be as well in point of accept- 
ance with God, if we had lived in a pagan land. Pav. 


——E 


Communicated for the Reformer. 


To the Editors.—I find in reading the Reformer, that 
many very justly complain of the large salaries and ge- 
neral conduct of ecclesiastics. To exhibit a contrast, and 
furnish reproof to most of the preachers of the present 
day, I will give you a description of one with whom I 
am intimately acquainted. ‘This man is by trade a cabinet 
maker, and the principal coffin maker in his neighbour- 
hood: one of his respectable neighbours died this week, 
and was brought near me for interment. It was truly a 
pleasure to me to see this man seated on the hearse, (his 
usual practice) that came about five miles, accompanied 
by a large number of carriages, and friends of the de- 
ceased. After the interment, they withdrew to the meet- 
ing-house, where, after a solemn pause, he gave an ex- 
hortation to the auditory, without money and without 
price, a principle to which in all his ministrations he 
Strictly adheres. He is also opposed to all wars, and 
whatever is inimical to the peace and happiness of men. 
f donot think there is a man of my acquaintance more 
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universally beloved; he is remarkable for a peaceable 
disposition, simplicity in dress, and (what is so much 
wanting among us) he is fair and upright in all his dealings, 
He has a small farm, and frequently attends Philadelphia 
market himself with his produce, for which he is noted 
always to ask a moderate price. 

What a striking dissimilarity between this man and 
those proud and lofty priests, who walk or ride before the 
corpse, in a terrific sable dress—speak in a tone of self- 
consequence, and receive for their ministerial services 
1,000, 1,500, and 2,000 dollars a year. This man never stu- 
died the art of preaching, and was not less than forty-five 
years of age when he believed himself called to the impor. 
tant office of the ministry ; yet he is fluent, and preaches 
the truths of the gospel with force and effect. He is in 
connexion with the people called Mennonists. K, 





From the eleventh number of Plain Truth. 


In the sixth number of the Utica Christian Repository, 
a person under the signature of ‘* Hemera,” has really 
made a bold attempt to show that we are bound by the 
law of God to give one-tenth of our income to support 
Theological students, Missionaries, &c. I should think 
priests would have a little more regard for the Christian 
religion, than to advance so gross an absurdity in the 
enlightened states of North America. Ideas of this kind 
might answer a far better purpose in Spain or Italy; but 
Americans can easily discover, that the object is merely 
to aggrandize a certain holy order, from the proceeds of 
the hard earnings of industry. To couple such doctrines 
with christianity, is among other like attempts to destroy 
the purity of the religion of Jesus Christ—He did not 
tell the young man to sell all he had and give one-tenth 
to him, but to give to the poor, viz. the destitute and 
needy, and follow him, i. e. follow his example and 
precents. ’ 

The reader, I presume, will discover the hypocrisy of 
‘‘ Hemera,” by the manner in which he introduces his in- 
sidious priestly tale: the following is the introduction: 


‘ON TYTHES. 


‘¢ Messrs. Editors—I have a few thoughts upon the pro 
priety of giving one-tenth of our income to religious 
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purposes, (priests? theological seminaries, &c.} which I 
wish to lay before you and your correspondents, in hopes 
that if erroneous you or they may correct them. [am led 
to make this appeal, because most of my friends think my 
opinions incorrect, and because it is probable that you 
may throw some light upon the subject. And [ promise 
tv endeavor to keep my mind open to conviction, and to 
retract my sentiments as soon as I discover they are 
wrong. I believe that every individual ought to give ar 
LEAST ONE-TENTH of his income to religious purposes.” 
This specimen, I think, will satiate the reader: Popery, 
of the old Franciscian stamp is here presented to his 
palate. 

After stating that the “farmer ought to give ever 
tenth bushel of grain, every tenth lamb, and every tenth 
calf,” &c. he endeavours by citations from the Jewish law 
by which their priests were supported, to prove that his 
position is consistent with the gospel dispensation, which 
is spiritual, separate, and entirely different from the 
Mosaic, and as far preferable to it, as Heaven is pre- 
ferable to earth. No man, “ open to conviction,” and 
in his right mind, would cull passages which relate only 
to the priesthood established under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion to prove the propriety of Christians giving one-tenth 
of their hard earnings to support a tribe of Missionary 
crusaders of modern stamp.—But this is the foundation 
on which modern priests are attempting to raise their 
fabric. They have for years been using their influence to 
establish a national religion, that they might be supported 
by government: but I trust the examples this order of 
useful beings have set in all governments where they have 
obtained the ascendency, are sufficient to: induce a free 
people to repel all attempts that may be made to establish 
a hierarchy.— Were the public induced to believe it their 
duty to bestow one-tenth of their money on these gospel 
- laborers, what would be the result ? An established priest- 
hood never benefitted any country, and is it possible the 
result would be different in the United States? The 
incorrectness of the arguments advanced by the advocates 
for religious taxation, should always be exposed ; for 
they have no foundation in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I proceed to examine “ Hemera:” He says it is a fact 
“‘ that donations can be usefully applied: In these days, 
when the ‘liberal deviseth liberal things,’ there would 

34 
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be no occasion for waste, should all the tythes be brought 
into the storehouse. Frequently some new and useful 
plan is proposed” [to get the people’s money] “by a 
donor, and none of the treasuries of the societies are 
overflowing.” I have no doubt but donations can be 
applied—and as to the treasuries ever being acknowledged 
full, I despair of it: modern Missionary beggars would 
cry more—more—more, even if the treasury of the United 
States were yearly emptied of its contents into their 
benevolent hands. He complains that Candidates offer 
themselves for Foreign Mission service faster than monies 
are furnished for supporting them.” Strange, indeed! 
that more presuming and idle young men can be found 
in community, than will meet with support in their extra- 
vagance and folly! I sincerely wish the number were re- 
duced who are now living on the labors of others.—In a 
doleful strain, he says, that ‘ Education Societies are 
dismissing young men for want of funds to support 
them :” but this is in truth good news ; I would recom- 
mend the managers of these * Societies” to advise those 
«‘ young men”’ to go and learn some honest trade fora 
future livelihood : they would then do their duty to those 
‘‘ young men,” and at the same time instruct them in 
the way they should go. 


+ a > ae. 


[From the National Intelligencer.] 

The following temperate remarks from a Connecticut 
paper relate to a subject which begins to attract much of 
the public attention. We take the opportunity in insert- 
ing it to say, that, having understood that some of our 
readers take exception to the expression of a sentiment 
which is adverse to levying subscriptions from the Public 
to maintain travellers under the name of Missionaries, 
and to support pensionaries in Theological Colleges. we 
hope it will be distinctly understood that we will readily, 
nay gladly publish whatever may be decently written 12 
opposition to the views which we may take on that or any 
other subject. We are far from desiring to interfere, in 
the remotest degree, with any matter of conscience; an 
have no other wish than that those who can scarcely de- 
eently support their own families should understand the 
purposes to which, under a virtuous impulse, they bestow 
a portion of their hard earnings. How many poor families 
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are straitened of some article of necessity, to support one 
such mission as is described below! 


(From the New Haven Columbian Register.] 


The Rev. Dr. Spring and his son, intending to visit 
London, Edinburgh and Dublin, have sailed from New 
York for London. Mr. Spring, we believe, receives a 
salary of $3000 a year, besides the usual marriage fees, 
and tokens of respect from those who wish to be esteemed 
by their clergyman. We believe Mr. Spring to be a very 
pious and useful man, and we only mention his intended 
visit, as an instance of the growingevilin our land. It 
is a fact that in this country we are rapidly following the 
example of the old countries, in attempting to make up 
the large salaries demanded by those who assert that 
they are sent [from Colleges| to declare the humbling 
doctrines of him who had not where to lay his head. In 
many places in the United States good snug salaries are 
already obtained, and the consequences are, that man 
of those clergymen who enjoy them, are neglecting their 
flocks and travelling in style by sea and by land—and if 
their salaries are not sufficient to warrant the expenses of 
their visits, the people are called upon to make up the 
necessary sums by contribution. On this appeal being 
made, whoever else may be in want, the people must 
cheerfully give their last cent—for it is all for the health 
of the clergyman, his wife and dear little ones, and the 
moral and religious improvement of the world. We know 
that if an individual dares to question certain practices 
at the present day, he subjects himself to the hazard of 
being called an infidel.—Be that as it may, it ought to be 
known that there are many good people who read the 
scriptures and are disposed to practice their precepts, 
who cannot reconcile with those scriptures every demand 
for money made in modern times. There is considerable 
murmuring among the people, at the examples set by 
those who ought to discourage extravagance —at the calls 
on the poor to contribute to make salary men life mem- 
bers of bible, missionary, and education societies—at the 
calls for funds as bounty money to induce indolent young 
men to obtain a collegiate education, and enlist as 
preachers on our side. 

There is also much of pride in fitting out these life 
members and charity students, and publishing in the pa- 
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pers the sums received from those who were never known 
to feed the hungry or clethe the naked. It is said that 
six thousand additional educated clergymen are now 
wanted in the United States. It so happens, however, 
that these educated clergymen cannot live on small sala. 
ries. If wesay nothing of the expense of their education, 
it would be a very moderate computation to say they will 
want, when settled, 1000 dollars each year, which makes 
the sum.of $6,000,000. These might, no doubt, for the 
most part, be called domestic manufactures ; but whether 
they would add much to the wealth of the nation, is a 
question yet to be determined. Much is said of the in- 
crease of Socinians, Universalists, Infidels, Deists, &c, 
Would it not be well to inquire into the causes which 
produce these disciples of erroneous faiths ? Instead of 
mounting the back of dull theology and proudly moving 
on in human strength, would it not be well to look into 
: the law and the testimony—into the simple truths of the 
| gospel—and see ift all things are right at home? The 
people of the United States have eyes, and though they 


J see not at present, we trust the time is not far distant 
j when they will see, and feel, and act, like men, who in- 
é tend, by the blessing of Him who has thus far smiled 
ih upon the nation, to preserve and maintain both their civil 


and religious freedom. 


(The article from the Columbian Register is prefaced 
with the following remarks in the Columbian Observer, 
printed in this city.] 

A CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT. 


BUT NO TYTHES. 
The people of the United States, have been thought to 
t's enjoy a peculiar happiness in their exemption from 
i Tythes, for the support of an Established Church. It 
often happens, however, that when we escape an evil in 
one form, we meet it in another; and that what the Law 
dves not extort from us, we allow weakness and mist 
rected zeal to promptus to give. All systems, thoroughly 
enforced, whether they obtain through popular opinio); 
or judicial regulation, constrain society to compliance, 
from the dread of Proscription. It is so, at the resent 
day, in the United States, in respect to Church Esta- 
blisbments. The Clergy are becoming stronger than the 
. Laity, through a false dread of their exorbitant pow® ’ 
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aud the earnings of industry are often drained to the last 
cent, to pamper in idle luxury, the itinerant champions 
of proselytism. ‘The recent increase of Missionaries, 
under the plausible pretext of doing that good in foreigu 
parts, which is most required to be done at home ; toge- 
ther with the multiplication of Theological Seminaries, 
to diffuse a profession, whose numbers, rather than pau- 
city, have always been a source of civil discord ; furnishes 
much matter for serious reflection to the lay part of 
society. The history of Europe teaches us, that that 
age is neither the most pious, nor the most moral, which 
most abounds in professors of Theology. We may take 
a salutary lesson, from the Propagandi of Rome, and the 
Society of the Jesuits; from the swarms of Priests that 
now prey upon the vitals of Italy, and that but yesterday 
devoured the wealth, and prostrated the industry of Spain. 
We are not enemies to the Bible in its simplicity and 
truth; but to an EXTRANEOUS AND ARTIFICIAL system 
substantially similar to the Establishment of the Church 
of England, though not so in form, we must be permitted 
to state our objections, in that spirit of fearlessness and 


— which accompanies the discharge of a conscientious 
uty. 


ae — 


From the New Hampshire Sentinel. 


‘GRINDING THE FACE OF THE POOR.”’ 


«The New York Missionary iegister has published a 
letter from a Mr. Bliss to the Treasurer of the Mnited 
Foreign Missionary Society, enclosing 11 dollars, handed 
him by the Rev. A. Peters, of Bennington, (Ver.) from 
a ‘labouring man, with a request that he would transmit 
it, and conceal his name.’ This poor man, it seems, saved 
79 cents by working on the 4th of July—1 dollar »y not 
wearing a neck handkerchief—1 dollar by denying him- 
self and family the use of ardent spirits—$1 25 by having 
his fulled cloth only coloured, not dressed, and another 
item of 4 dollars by wearing, himself and family, thick 
shoes. The motive for publishing, as avowed by the 
editors, is, ‘ that others may be induced to follow so 
worthy an example.’ 

“This man wished to have his name concealed—The 


editor of the Bennington Gazette informs, that while thus 
35 
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pers the sums received from those who were never knowy 
to feed the hungry or clothe the naked. It is said that 
six thousand additional educated clergymen are now 
wanted in the United States. It so happens, however, 
that these educated clergymen cannot live on small sala- 
ries. If wesay nothing of the expense of their education, 
it would be a very moderate computation to say they will 
want, when settled, 1000 dollars each year, which makes 
the sum.of $6,000,000. These might, no doubt, for the 
most part, be called domestic manufactures ; but whether 
they would add much to the wealth of the nation, is a 
question yet to be determined. Much is said of the in- 
crease of Socinians, Universalists, Infidels, Deists, &c, 
Would it not be well to inquire into the causes which 
produce these disciples of erroneous faiths ? Instead of 
mounting the back of dull theology and proudly moving 
on in human strength, would it not be well to look into 
the law and the testimony—into the simple truths of the 
gospel—and see if all things are right at home? The 
people of the United States have eyes, and though they 
see not at present, we trust the time is not far distant 
when they will see, and feel, and act, like men, who in- 
tend, by the blessing of Him who has thus far smiled 
upon tie nation. to preserve and maintain both their civil 
and religious freedom. 


t 


[The article from the Columbian Register is prefaced 
with the following remarks in the Columbian Observer, 
printed in this city. | 

A CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT. 


BUT NO TYTHES. 
The people of the United States, have been thought to 
enjoy a peculiar happiness in their exemption from 
Tythes, for the support of an Established Church. It 
often happens, however, that when we escape an evil In 
one form, we meet it in another; and that what the Law 
dves not extort from us, we allow weakness and misdl- 
rected zeal to prompt us to give. All systems, thoroughly 
enforced, whether they obtain through pepular opinio?s 
or judicial regulation, constrain society to compliance, 
from the dread of Proscription. It is so, at the prese™t J 
day, in the United States, in respect to Church Esta- 
blishments. The Clergy are becoming stronger than the 
Laity, through a false dread of their exorbitant powe ’ 
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aud the earnings of industry are often drained to the last 
cent, to pamper in idle luxury, the itinerant champions 
of proselytism. ‘The recent increase of Missionaries, 
under the plausible pretext of doing that good in foreigu 
parts, which is most required to be done at home; toge- 
ther with the multiplication of Theological Seminaries, 
to diffuse a profession, whose numbers, rather than pau- 
city, have always been a source of civil discord ; furnishes 
much matter for serious reflection to the lay part of 
society. The history of Europe teaches us, that that 
age is neither the most pious, nor the most moral, which 
most abounds in professors of Theology. We may take 
a salutary lesson, from the Propagandi of Rome, and the 
Society of the Jesuits; from the swarms of Priests that 
now prey upon the vitals of Italy, and that but yesterday 
devoured the wealth, and prostrated the industry of Spain. 
We are not enemies to the Bible in its simplicity and 
truth; but to an EXTRANEOUS AND ARTIFICIAL system 
substantially similar to the Establishment of the Church 
of England, though not so in form, we must be permitted 
to state our objections, in that spirit of fearlessness and 


yi which accompanies the discharge of a conscientious 
uty. 


+ 


From the New Hampshire Sentinel. 


‘© GRINDING THE FACE OF THE POOR.” 


“The New York Missionary ®egister has published a 
letter from a Mr. Bliss to the Treasurer of the Wnited 
Foreign Missionary Society, enclosing 11 dollars, handed 
him by the Rev. A. Peters, of Bennington, (Ver.) from 
a ‘labouring man, with a request that he would transmit 
if, and conceal his name.’ This poor man, it seeins, saved 
75 cents by working on the 4th of July—1 dollar by not 
wearing a neck handkerchief—1 dollar by denying him- 
self and family the use of ardent spirits—$1 25 by having 
his fulled cloth only coloured, not dressed, and another 
item of 4 dollars by wearing, himself and family, thick 
shees. The motive for publishing, as avowed by the 
editors, is, ‘that others may be induced to follow so 
worthy an example.’ 

“This man wished to have his name concealed—The 


editor of the Bennington Gazette informs, that while thus 
35 
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to feed the hungry or clothe the naked. It is said that 
six thousand additional educated clergymen are now 
wanted in the United States. It so happens, however, 
that these educated clergymen cannot live on small sala. 
ries. If wesay nothing of the expense of their education, 
it would be a very moderate computation to say they will 
want, when settled, 1000 dollars each year, which makes 
the sum.of $6,000,000. These might, no doubt, fer the 
most part, be called domestic manufactures; but whether 
they would add much to the wealth of the nation, is a 
question yet to be determined. Much is said of the in- 
crease of Socinians, Universalists, Infidels, Deists, &c, 
Would it not be well to inquire into the causes which 
produce these disciples of erroneous faiths ? Instead of 
mounting the back of dull theology and proudly moving 
on in human strength, would it not be well to look into 
the law and the testimony—into the simple truths of the 
gospel—and see iff all things are right at home? The 
people of the United States have eyes, and though they 
see not at present, we trust the time is not far distant 
when they will see, and feel, and act, like men, who in- 
tend, by the blessing of Him who has thus far smiled 
upon tie nation, to preserve and maintain both their civil 
and religious freedom. 


[The article from the Columbian Register is prefaced 
with the following remarks in the Columbian Observer, 
printed in this city. | 

A CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT. 


BUT NO TYTHES. 

The people of the United States, have been thought to 
enjoy a peculiar happiness in their exemption from 
Tythes, for the support of an Established Church. It 
often happens, however, that when we escape an evil i 
one form, we meet it in another; and that what the Law 
dves not extort from us, we allow weakness and misd- 
rected zeal to prompt us to give. All systems, thoroughly 
enforced, whether they obtain through popular opinio? 
or judicial regulation, constrain society to compliance; 
from the dread of Proscription. It is so, at the resent fi 
day, in the United States, in respect to Church Estar | 
blishments. The Clergy are becoming stronger than the 
Laity, through a false dread of their exorbitant pow" ’ 
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aud the earnings of industry are often drained to the last 
cent, to pamper in idle luxury, the itinerant champions 
of proselytism. ‘The recent increase of Missionaries, 
under the plausible pretext of doing that good in foreign 
parts, which is most required to be done at home; toge- 
ther with the multiplication of Theological Seminaries, 
to diffuse a profession, whose numbers, rather than pau- 
city, have always been a source of civil discord ; furnishes 
much matter for serious reflection to the lay part of 
society. The history of Europe teaches us, that that 
age is neither the most pious, nor the most moral, which 
most abounds in professors of Theology. We may take 
a salutary lesson, from the Propagandi of Rome, and the 
Society of the Jesuits; from the swarms of Priests that 
now prey upon the vitals of Italy, and that but yesterday 
devoured the wealth, and prostrated the industry of Spain. 
We are not enemies to the Bible in its simplicity and 
truth; but to an EXTRANEOUS AND ARTIFICIAL system 
substantially similar to the Establishment of the Church 
of England, though not so in form, we must be permitted 
to state our objections, in that spirit of fearlessness and 


— which accompanies the discharge of a conscientious 
uty. 


+ aE 


From the New Hampshire Sentinel. 


‘6 GRINDING THE FACE OF THE POOR.’’ 


“The New York Missionary Register has published a 
letter from a Mr. Bliss to the Treasurer of the Wnited 
Foreign Missionary Society, enclosing 11 dollars, handed 
him by the Rev. A. Peters, of Bennington, (Ver.) from 
a ‘labouring man, with a request that he would transmit 
it, and conceal his name.’ This poor man, it seems, saved 
75 cents by working on the 4th of July—1 dollar by not 
wearing a neck handkerchief—1 dollar by denying him- 
self and family the use of ardent spirits—$1 25 by having 
his fulled cloth only coloured, not dressed, and another 
item of 4 dollars by wearing, himself and family, thick 
shoes. The motive for publishing, as avowed by the 
editors, is, ‘that others may be induced to follow so 
worthy an example.’ 

** This man wished to have his name concealed —The 
editor of the Bennington Gazette informs, that while thus 
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pers the sums received from those who were never known 
to feed the hungry or clothe the naked. It is said that 
six thousand additional educated clergymen are now 
wanted in the United States. It so happens, however, 
that these educated clergymen cannot live on small sala. 
ries. If wesay nothing of the expense of their education, 
it would be a very moderate computation to say they will 
want, when settled, 1000 dollars each year, which makes 
the sum.of $6,000,000. These might, no doubt, for the 
most part, be called domestic manufactures ; but whether 
they would add much to the wea!th of the nation, is a 
question yet to be determined. Much is said of the in- 
crease of Socinians, Universalists, Infidels, Deists, &c, 
Would it not be well to inquire into the causes which 
produce these disciples of erroneous faiths? Instead of 
mounting the back of dull theology and proudly moving 
on in human strength, would it not be well to look into 
the law and the testimony—into the simple truths of the 
gospel—and see ift all things are right at home? The 
people of the United States have eyes, and though they 
see not at present, we trust the time is not far distant 
when they will see, and feel, and act, like men, who in- 
tend, by the blessing of Him who has thus far smiled 
upon the nation. to preserve and maintain both their civil 
and religious freedom. 


[The article from the Columbian Register is prefaced 
with the following remarks in the Columbian Observer, 
printed in this city. | 

A CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT. 


BUT NO TYTHES. 

The people of the United States, have been thought to 
enjoy a peculiar happiness in their exemption from 
Tythes, for the support of an Established Church. It 
often happens, however, that when we escape an evil if 
one form, we meet it in another; and that what the Law 
dves not extort from us, we allow weakness and misti- 
rected zeal to promptus to give. All systems, thoroughly 
enforced, whether they obtain through popular opinio) 
or judicial regulation, constrain society to compliances 
from the dread of Proscription. It is so, at the resent | 
day, in the United States, in respect to Church Esta: 
blishments. The Clergy are becoming stronger than the 
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aud the earnings of industry are often drained to the last 
cent, to pamper in idle luxury, the itinerant champions 
of proselytism. ‘The recent increase of Missionaries, 
under the plausible pretext of doing that good in foreign 
parts, which is most required to be done at home; toge- 
ther with the multiplication of Theological Seminaries, 
to diffuse a profession, whose numbers, rather than pau- 
city, have always been a source of civil discord ; furnishes 
much matter for serious reflection to the lay part of 
society. The history of Europe teaches us, that that 
age is neither the most pious, nor the most moral, which 
most abounds in professors of Theology. We may take 
a salutary lesson, from the Propagandi of Rome, and the 
Society of the Jesuits; from the swarms of Priests that 
now prey upon the vitals of Italy, and that but yesterday 
devoured the wealth, and prostrated the industry of Spain. 
We are not enemies to the Bible in its simplicity and 
truth; but to an EXTRANEOUS AND ARTIFICIAL system 
substantially similar to the Establishment of the Church 
of England, though not so in form, we must be permitted 
to state our objections, in that spirit of fearlessness and 


yim, which accompanies the discharge of a conscientious 
uty. 
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From the New Hampshire Sentinel. 


‘* GRINDING THE FACE OF THE POOR.”’ 


“The New York Missionary egister has published a 
letter from a Mr. Bliss to the Treasurer of the Mnited 
Foreign Missionary Society, enclosing 11 dollars, handed 
him by the Rev. A. Peters, of Bennington, (Ver.) from 
a ‘labouring man, with a request that he would transmit 
it, and conceal his name.’ This poor man, it seems, saved 
75 cents by working on the 4th of July—1 dollar by not 
wearing a neck handkerchief—1 dollar by denying him- 
self and family the use of ardent spirits—$1 25 by having 
his fulled cloth only coloured, not dressed, and another 
item of 4 dollars by wearing, himself and family, thick 
shees. The motive for publishing, as avowed by the 
editors, is, ‘that others may be induced to follow so 
worthy an example.’ 

_“ Fhis man wished to have his name concealed —The 
editor of the Bennington Gazette informs, that while thus 
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‘ doing penance and starving his bod y,’ he sold a piece of 
land and took his pay, but, before the grantee could get 
his deed recorded, a creditor of the donor attached the 


same piece of land, and secured his title, leaving the 
honest purchaser without remedy.” 


[The editor of the American Watchman, in commenting 
upon the foregoing statement, observes :] 


‘‘ The article from the Wew Hampshire Sentinel, exhibits 
an instance of the grossest dishonesty and hypocrisy, and 
strengthens us in the belief we have hitherto entertained, 
that spiritual pride, love of fame, and other equally impure 
motives, are the incentives which influence the greater 
part of those engaged in educating men for the ministry, 
and sending missionaries to the heathen. 

‘For our ee we cannot see any charity in squandering 
thousands of dollars, in buying the time of apprentice boys, 
and sending them, with swarms ef other strong and hearty 
young men, who are, many of them, too lazy or too proud 
to work, to spend five or six vears in a Theological 
Seminary, in acquiring that ‘ w..aom which is foolishness 
with God ;’ and then sending them forth to make mer- 
chandise of the gospel, and offering themselves to the 
highest bidders, to teach them the way to Heaven; a 
task which they are incompetent to perform, because it 
4s a road in which they themselves have never walked; 
and nothing short of an experimental acquaintance with 
this path, can enable a man to say to his fellow creatures, 
¢ This is the way, walk ye in it.’ 

«¢ Whilst there is so much ado about the heathen, and 
such professions of love for their souls, made by persons 
who ie little if any good at home; who suffer the widow 
to languish in poverty and distress, and turn a deaf ear 
to the cries of her fatherless children ; who enter not the 
abodes of misery and wo, to heal the sick, to cheer the 
disconsolate, and to administer joy and consolation to 
the broken hearted; we must believe that those persons 
are destitute of that charity which dwelt in the bosom of 
the good Samaritan; and that all their professions are but 
as * sounding brass, and a tinkling cymbal.’ ” 


— ee 


It is stated in a late paper, that the court of Rome has rejected 
an offer of 9,000 dollars as the aggregate for all license fees. 


Hence it would appear that granting heenses must be a source 
of considerable reventre te tke Pope. 
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From the Hartford ( Con.) Religious Inquirer. 
RAG-BAG SOCIETY. 


We are informed that in some parts of the state of New 
York, where, all the ‘ forms of Godliness” of the * sober 
dissenters” of New England, as they formerly used to 
call themselves, have been transplanted with the emigrants 
from this section of the Union, even the pious zeal of the 
descendants of the Pilgrims in the cause of Missions, has 
been surpassed.— We have Foreign Missionary Societies— 
Domestic Missionary Societies—Societies Auxiliary to 
Foreign Missions—Hartford County Missionary Society— 
Cent Societies—Mite Societies—Tract Societies—Bible 
Societies—and Societies for Educating pious Young Men ; 
we have Missionary Fields—Missionary Almanacs—and 
Missionary Sermons; we have places of deposit for old 
clothes—tfor the produce of the farm—of the garden, and 
the dairy—for the goods of the merchant—the fabrics of the 
manufacturer—we have Missionary Almoners and Mis- 
sionary Beggars, regularly appointed and commissioned, 
of every description and grade, from the learned Doctor of 
Divinity, down to the parish deacon, and the untaught and 
untongued Lay-Preacher. We have Missionary schemes 
for flattering money from the rich—for extorting it from 
the poor, and for tything all—for reaping where others 
have sown, and for gathering where they have strewed 
not—for wringing from the hand of honest industry, its 
hard-earned pittance—and even from the simple kitchen 
maid, the tythe of her weekly wages. The fears of some 
are appealed to, and the pride of others; some are 
threatened with hel! in another world, and others with 
losing their reputation in this. The tax-gatherers pursue 
their victims in public and in private, at the church and 
at the fire side; and, like the Frogs of Egypt, they find 
their way into neading-troughs. We have all these, and 
many other pious means of supporting Missions, in this 
state ; yet we are one step behind our Missionary brethren 
in the state of New York.—There is one thing wanting 
still, to complete the system—this is what is very appro- 
priately called, the * Rog-Bag Society.” 

_ Would any one wish to know from whence this Mis- 
sionary Society takes its name? It is from the object of 
hte society, which, to aid the cause of Missions, maintains 
at its own cost and charge a “ Missionary Rag-Bag.”’ 
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‘These bags are placed at the churches, conference houses. 
Sc. where those who have nothing else to give, or who 
have already given every thing else they possessed, when 
they pass, throw into the « Missionary Rag-Bag,” a 
handful of rags.—At the end of each week the bags are 
taken to the place of deposit of the Society, and emptied 
of their contents.—-Whether the rags are then sold for 
money, or made into paper to be sent to India, we are 
not informed. 
[Vote by the Editors of Plain Truth, Canandaigua, N. Y.} 


The editor of the Religious Inquirer seems to think this rag-bag 
plan the last stretch of ingenuity, but he is mistaken : the crusaders 
in these parts go a step further. For fear all the rags will not be 
brought to the bag, they go about and beg them, for the cause of 
Missions, from house to house. 

— 


From the Christian Philanthropist. 
MISSIONARY. 


_ This word formerly conveyed a pleasing idea to the 
benevolent and pious mind. We considered the mis- 
sionary as a holy character—as the favoured agent of 
heaven, destined to carry forward the purposes of Pro- 
vidence, and to alleviate the miseries and promote the 
final happiness of the human family. This was the general 
idea respecting missionaries. But the word has been per- 
verted to the purposes of avarice and injustice, and “ the 
best thing perverted, becomes the worst.” With what a 
false charm it has been invested for the purpose of drawing 
dollars from the rich, dimes from the middlings, cents 
from the poor, and mills from the milk-maid! What 4 
gilded pill it has proved te those who have been most 
ready and lavish in supporting these men! How much 
better off and wiser are their wives, their children, their 
relations, society, or even the poor heathens themselves, 
for the vast accumulated funds of wealth and treasure 
that already have been dissipated? ‘The hue and cry 
made by missionary societies from the pulpit, and their 
agents strolling from town to town like lusty Friars, 
begging here a little and there a little, to increase their 
funds, while others are scouring the country from Maine 
to Georgia, begging, at every place, for money to build 
meeting-houses, have almost exhausted the patience and 
dried up the sources of pious benevolence. Money: 
money! money! is their cry, O, give us money, or We 
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dje '—The eurrent, however, begins to change. Reflect- 
ing people begin to view these officious beggars little bet- 
ter than * wolves in sheeps clothing.” X Y. 


——— 


Fxtract from the remarks of Mr. Metcalfe, of Kentucky, 
in the House of Representatives, upon the subject of 
Indian civilization. 

After giving a statement of the number of Indian tribes 
in the United States and the number of souls belonging 
to each, Mr. M. observes: 

‘* Now. how to civilize and refine, and christianize, 
these our red brothers and sisters, is the question; a 
question truly of considerable magnitude, the solution of 
which appears to be attended with no inconsiderable diffi- 
culty. The past and the present history of this matter 
sheds a faint gleam of light, by which to guide us in 
future. Here Mr. M. referred to Loskiel’s history of the 
Missions among the Indians, in North America, about 150 
years ago. At that period the author informs us that 
much had been done for the edification and refinement of 
the Indians: that vast numbers of them were at that time 
a pious and exemplary people, rapidly increasing in civili- 
zation, and in christian knowledge. By reading their sub- 
sequent jiistory, however, we are inevitably drawn to the 
conclusion, that their spiritual fathers wrote with an eye 
to their own exclusive benefit and emolument, making 
those upon whom their heavy contributions were levied, 
the dupes. 

‘* Mr. M. now referred to Bouchette on Canada, giving 
an account of the condition of the domiciliated Indians of 
St. Regis, who, for centuries had been blessed with resi- 
dent Catholic Missionaries as their spiritual fathers ; and, 
instead of progressing in civilization and vefinement, or 
in christian piety and virtue, were still a lazy, dirty, 
and degraded band of savages, unchristian, immoral, and 
vicious in the extreme. 

** Mr. M. said he would now refer to the history of the 
various tribes, or remnants of tribes, in the interior of 
our own country, by reading extracts from the report of 
Dr. Morse. The Key. E. Kellogg writes the following 
account: * The Passamaquoddies and Penobscots are 
Catliolics, and under the care of Catholic Priests, who 
received a stated stipend from the State Treasury. They 
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have made no other than incipient improvements in ap 
thing which pertains to civilized life ; and are sadly given 
to intemperance.’ So much for the Indians in the state 
of Maine. Now for those in the state of Massachusetts, 
‘ All the Indians remaining in this state reside on their 
respective reservations at Marshpee, Herring Pond, 
Martha’s Vineyard, and Troy, on the south east part 
of the state, from 50 to 100 miles from Boston. The 
corporation of Harvard College, and the Society for pro- 
pagating the Gospel among the Indians and others in 
North America, provide for their religious and moral 
instruction, having funds in its Treasury, appropriated 


for the use and benefit of the Indians, the former 12,000, 


the latter 9,000 dollars. A stated missionary, the Rey. 
Doctor Fish, is supported at Marshpee. The Rev. Doctor 
writes that, ‘among them there are a few who are emi- 
nently pious ; considerable numbers decent in their lives, 
and not a few shockingly profligate. ‘The state of morals 
low. Intemperance, with its concomitants, is found among 
them. The number of pure blooded Indians is extremely 
small, say 50 or 60, and is daily decreasing. The 
mixture of blood arises more from their connexion with 
negroes, than with the whites; their number is diminishing 
on account of their vices.’ In Rode Island it is said their 
condition is not quite so bad. 

‘¢ Of those in Connecticut, it is said ¢ that the few now 
remaining in this state have made but few advances in 
any thing which pertains to civilization, and are gradually 
wasting away, after the manner of other tribes, now 
extinct. They have such advantages of religious and 
moral instruction as they are willing to receive, which 
are few, and the effects proportionably small. Those 
Indians, especially at North Stonington, and at Groton, 
are said to be, with very few exceptions, intemperate and 
improvident; of course, poor and miserable. They manu: 
facture mats, brooms, baskets, and so on, which they 
generally sell for ardent spirits.’ Such are the results 
of long experience, as we have it from the mouths of 10- 
dividuals who are employed to civilize and to convert 
them to christianity, and who are compensated for thelt 
services by public and priyate donations. Shall this 
government take up and follow the hopeless example? 

“The Six Nations residing in the state of New Yorks 
in number 4,575, remain on their respective reservations, 
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containing in all, about 265,315 acres of land. * Many 
petty depredations, and thefts, and trespasses, are com- 
mitted by them and the whites upon each other.’ To this 
testimony may be added that of honorable members from 
New York, who inform us that, instead of advancing in 
civilization, or in piety, they are rapidly degenerating 
into vice and corruption. 

‘¢ Of those in the state of Ohio, it is said: ‘ The Wyan- 
dots came from the country near Quebec, about two hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, when the French had dominion 
of Canada. They maintained a Roman Catholic Mis- 
sionary among them. By these missionaries they were 
nearly all baptised, and nearly all the aged ones still 
carry crucifixes in their bosoms, under their shirts. Be- 
tween the years 1803 and 1810 the Presbyterians sup- 
ported a missionary among them, on the Sandusky river. 
A few converts were made, who were put to death by the 
Catholic Indians on account of their religion.’ 

“From this 1 infer that it is improper to impose a tax 
upon our Protestant citizens for the support of Catholic 
missionaries, and equally as improper to tax the Catholic 
for the purpose of supporting the Protestant missiona- 
ries. To preserve our holy religion in its purity, we must 
let it make its own way, with the smiles and friendly 
countenance of the government beaming upon every sect 
and denomination, without giving pecuniary aid to any one. 

“Mr. M. then read from the Literary and Scientific 
Repository the following extract of a letter from Governor 
Cass: ‘In the zealous efforts which are now making to 
meliorate the condition of the Indians, we have much to 
learn from the history of the progress and result of the 
same experiment which was made by the Jesuits. We 
cannot bring to the task more fervid zeal, more profound 
talents, more extensive or varied acquirements, nor pro- 
bably a deeper knowledge of the principles of human 
nature. But, so far as respects any permanent or valua- 
ble impression, they have wholly failed. Very few of the 
Indians profess any attachment to the christian religion ; 
and, of those who make this profession there is not pro- 
bably one whose knowledge is not confined to the imposing 
rites, and external ceremonies of the Catholic church. A 
more vivid impression appears to have been made upon 
the Wyandots than upon any others; and they preserved 
for alonger term than any other tribe, traces of the inde- 
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fatigable exertions of their spirited fathers. But, even 
with them, superior as they are in intellectual endow- 
ments, and placed by their local situation in contact with 
a Catholic community, the subject is forgotten, or, if 
remembered, it is remembered only by a few aged and 


decrepid persons, like other traditionary legends of their 
nation.’ ” 


- —— -— 


[From the New York Palmyra Herald of August 1st.] 


Seneca Indians.—We were last week visited by the famous Chief, 
Red Jacket, together with four other chiefs belonging to the Six 
Nations, whoarrived here on Monday about sun set 

To answer the solicitations of our inhabitants, Red Jacket deli- 
vered a speech in the evening at the Academy, which was almost 
instantly filled with an attentive auditory. He commenced by re- 
presenting the whole human race as the creatures of God, or the 
Great Spirit, and that both white men and red men were brethren 
of the same great family. He then mentioned the emigration of our 
forefathers from towards the rising of the sun, and their landing 
among their red brethren in this new discovered world. He next 
hinted at the success of our armies underthe great Washington ;— 
our prosperity as a nation since the declaration of our independence ; 
mentioned Gen. Washington’s advice to the red men, to plough, 
and plant, and cultivate their lands. This, he said, they wished to 
do, but the white men took away their lands and drove them further 
and further towards the setting sun :—and, what was worse than all, 
had sent Missionaries to preach and hold meetings among them ;— 
that the whites who instituted and attended these meetings, stole 
their horses, drove off their cattle, and taxed their land. These 
things he considered their greatest calamity—too grievous to be 
borne. 

The principal object of this visit by these Chiefs was, we under- 
stand, to intercede with the Friends, to use their influence to free 
ther from the.Missionaries now in their borders. 

What are the real grounds of this opposition to the Missionaries 
among these our red brethren, we know not; butthe cause of pure 
religion and christian philanthropy demand their speedy investiga- 
tion and public explanation. 


[Communicated for the Reformer. } 


Bextract of a letter from a Clergyman, inserted in the Evangelical 
Guardian and Review, 1st Vel. No. 10, page 479—headed * Mis- 
sionary Zeal in the Poor.” 


“My monthly missionary meeting is indeed delightful. Qne of 
the poorest women in the parish was heard to say that she would 
give her penny a week if she took it from her food : and she has lite- 
rally been as good as her word; for though tea was her only beve- 
rage, aud often her only meal, she has for some months deprived her- 
self of sugar, in order {o.contribute her penny, which she does with 
great regularity every week—but not eontent with this, as she ob- 


wh 


THE REFORMER. 213 


tains a livelihood by going about with a basket, which contains 
needles, cotton, &c. she begged of me to write a few lines to au- 
thorize her to receive any mite which she could collect in her daily 
perambulations from house to house, that she might have a chance 
of getting a penny, even when she could not sell her needles. By 
this means she generally brings in about three shillings a month in 
addition to her own four pence! Such an instance shames me;* 
True charity begins with self denial,” &c. 


* Wellit might !—I should think the Clergyman’s writing would 
likely put her in more funds than the profit on needles, &c. but it 
appears to amount to but about one cent a day / But suppose her 
honest—well might he be ashamed at receiving the pittance of so 
poor a woman. A Subscriber. 

ee 

[In introducing the articles which follow, it may he proper to state, 
that the peasantry in Ireland at this time, are perishing in vast num- 
bers for want of the necessaries of life. It is stated, in one parish alone, 
in the county of Mayo, one hundred and forty four miserable human 
beings died in the course of ten days.) 


FROM NILES’S WEEKLY REGISTER. 


An English paper, in reference to the distresses of freland, says: 
“A letter from the archbishop of Tuam, to the secretaries at Lt- 
verpool, says,—‘I PRAY the relief of your benevolent committee 
to the perishing population of this town and immediate neighbour- 
hood. Our distressed state is truly deplorable, and I have the same 
to report of almost the whole of the province of Connaght, over 
which, as Metropolitan, I preside. Iam appalled at the conviction 
that many must die frem actual hunger, and many more from the 
effects of bad, scanty, unwholesome, unnutritious food.’ ” 

Now, we are of those edd fellows, who, if an ox or an ass was In 
a ditch, would be more grateful to one man that could take hold 
of the rope and help us to pull it out, than to fifty others who would 
stand by and pray that the animal might be got out. Praying is 
well—but doing is better. 

This “most reverend father in God,” as he is queerly called, 
would do more good to the people of Ireland by one honest act, 
than will come of all the prayers that he can ever make. He re- 
ceives about 60,000 dollars per annum of poor and oppressed Irish- 
men, in the shape of tythes—for, perhaps, reading one or two ser- 
monsina year. Let him give up this “living” to the needy and 
go to work to earn his own bread, and then we shall have respect 
for his prayers, in a full belief that they will be available. This 
viperous race and brotherhood of leeches, the priests in Ireland of 
the national church, grind the people out of more than 3,400,000 
dollars a year in tythes alone. When is mankind to be relieved of 
these robber-bands of government priests? If the Irish horde were 
broken up, it would afford many times more relief to the peasantry 
in one year, than charity will do for themin a century. This arch- 
bishop is “ appalled at the conviction that many must die of actual 
hunger”—he ought to be appalled at the conviction that he him- 
self is plundering the wretch.d people of the little that they maye 
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The occasion is proper to mention, that the archbishop of Can- 
terbury, who, with his tribe of hangers-on, receives about 600,000 
dollars a year, has most generously given the enormous sum of 
100/. to relieve the distresses of Ireland, and the same has been pub- 
lished in all the newspapers, as evidence of his great christian libe- 
rality and kindness! What an excellent man—so modest and so 
good ! 





The Good Pastor.—The Will of the late Archbishop of Armagh, 
has just been proved by his widow under two hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds. This is his grace’s personal property merely. 
What his real estate may be, we are unable to say, but doubtless 
the Shepherd was not without fields and pens. Whatever may be 
the distress of Ireland, certain spiritual Graziers there appear to 
have no cause of complaint. . [Morning Chronicle. 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

The archbishop of Armagh need not envy the pope or the Greek 
patriarch, he has $70,000 a year. The bishop of Derry has $60,000 
a year; what a diflerence between these venerable pastors of 
the flock, and Peter and Paul their predescessors. The arch- 
bishop of Cashel, who derives his good things from the second 
most populous, the most fertile, and most afflicted county of the 
32 of which that island is composed, has at his dispensation the 
power and authority to appropriate $175,000 a year to a few 
elergymen; of which the payers who hear the service are not as 
one in 720; this is toleration and religion in theory and practice ; 
but the bishop of Cloyne, who is also billetted on the most popu- 
lous county of Ireland, has at his distribution the property of the 
people to the amount of $250,000 a year—the tythes alone amount 
to three million four hundred thousand dollars, equal to about one- 
third of the amount of the whole peace establishment of the United 
States, [lurora. 

The Bishops possess two-elevenths of the whole surface of Ireland, 
or nearly one acre in five. This proportion forms an aggregate of 
little short of two millions ofacres. Twenty-two individuals (chiefly 
of noblemen’s families) promoted “ to enrich themselves and disgrace 
the Church,” not only hold these estates, but a great property also 
in tythes. [London paper. 

—_ EE 
Extracts from an account of the North West Coast, read hefore the 

Society of Inquiry respecting Missions, in the Theological Seninary, 

Andover, July 23, 1822—dby S. ADAMS. 

Speaking of the character and customs of the Indians who inhabit 
Western America, he says: ‘Some distinguishing traits of character are 
common to all the Indians of N. America; (ruzts that appear to originate not 
so much from a natural difference between these and other men, as from 
their peculiar habits and manner of life, and modes of goveroment. Their 
minds are inflexible. To this feature in their minds, may be traced the 
strength of their friendships, where once they are formed, and the invete- 
rancy of their animosities. ‘They are naturally kind, generous and uoble. 
‘hey are always calm, resolute, tall of self-possession, and manly presence 
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in time of danger. When white men first, went among them, they were 
ready for every office of hospitality and friendship. ‘They would not 
hesitate to divide with a stranger the last scanty meal of their precarious 
food, and go and seek inore without a murmur, and almost without the 
consciousness of having conferred a favour. Such is the character of some 
of the interior tribes at the present time. But the long intercourse which 
the Indians on our western shores have had with foreigners, too many of 
whom have been unprincipled and abandoned men, has produced a sad 
deterioration in their charaeter. M‘Kenzie, whocrossed the continent in 
1793, uniformly received the most friendly treatment from the natives of 
the interior between the Stony Mountains and the Pacifie Ocean, But 
as he approached the shore, and came among those who were familiar 
with Europeans and European vices, he met with a different reception. 
He found them less disposed to acts of hospitality, more jealous, and 
sometimes apparently hostile.”——“‘ They become strongly attached to 
white men, when they are convinced of their friendly imtentions, and 
seldom begin a quarrel.”—* If those noble traits of mind, which now 
break through their mental and moral depredation, so as to astonish us 
and command our admiration, could be brought under the influence of 
good educatioa and christian religion, they would be as good materials as 
the church ever had to help her cause.” ‘The writer then states that a 
christiav mission ought to be established on the North West Coast. That 
‘*many facilities ave offered.” ‘hat ‘‘a good and healthy climate, and 
good soil, and good situations, are not wanting.” ‘That “ the Indians are 
naturally friendly to white men, and must be provoked before they be- 
come enemies,” &e. 


— & 
NUMBER OF NUNS IN SPAIN IN 1787. 


Exiracted from a letter written at Seville, Spuin, and published in the 
London New Monthly Magazine. 


** Whea the last census was made, in 1787, the number of Spanish 
females confined to the cloister, for life, amounted to thirty-two thousand.” 
** The cruel and wicked church law, which, aided by external force, binds 
the nuns with perpetual vows, makes the convents for females the Busiiles 
of superstition, where many a victim lingers through a long life of despair 
or insanity. ‘The Nunneries in this town amount to twenty-nine. Of 
these, some are under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Friars, whose 
rule of religious life they profess; and some under that of the Epis- 
copal See Fthe Pope.} ‘Vhe last generally follow the monastic rules 
of St. Benedict, St. Bernard, or Su. Jerom; and it is remarkable, that 
the same superstition which is observable in the secular above the regular 
clergy, is found in the nuns under the Episcopal jurisdiction. Some cf 
the das¢ inhabit large convents, whose courts and gardens allow the inhae 
bitants ample space for exercise and amusement.” 


————— 
SERAMPORE MISSIONARIES. 


From the silence which has reigsed for some time on the side of the 
detenders of Mr. Ward and Co., we are inclined to believe, they have 
been made acquainted with some Of the facts siated in the Reformer 
through a channel on which they can rely. Whether this, however, is 
yet the case or not, we are confident it very soon will be, when they mast 
pereeive, that all their denunciations and epithets, as if we had been guilty 
of calumny and promulgated a falshood, were premature and unwar- 
rantable. 

Few, we should suppose, will have the hardiness to justify such a pro- 
ceeding, as has been charged upon the Serampore Missionaries, when 
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convinced of its truth. And as these men were among the first and most 
famous missionaries in Protestant Christendom, the transaction stamps 
with « dark aspect the whole system of our modern missions. If men 
who set up to be missionaries can become possessed of such vast property, 
and live in such style and splendour as Messrs. Carey, Marshman and 
Ward, it is no wonder that our Theological Seminaries should have such 
swarms of indigent yeung men approach their doors to be qualified for 
the service—snd when qualified, be so ready to go forth, under pretence 
of preaching the gospel to the heathen, and turning them from the evil 
of their ways. After the friends of Mr. Ward and Co. obtain full intelli- 
gence from India, respecting the proceeding at Serampore, we should be 
glad to see them again come before the public ; and if any thing we have 
stated can be disproved or refuted, let it be done. The source from 
whence we derived our intelligence, renders it unquestionable. 





It would appear, that every thing of a religious nature, in these times 
both in Europe and America, is to be carried on by hire or a prospect of 
fame. An English paper states, that 1000 franes has been put into the 
hands of the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, to be 
awarded as a prize, to the auther of the best work in French, on the 
utWity of reading the Holy Scriptures and of Bible Societies—and one of 
our Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands, in a communication, advises 
the offering of a premium to the author of the nest book, written in favour 
of missions and missionary undertakings—to be distributed more espe- 
cially among the whalemen, who visit the Sandwich Islands, lest they 
should not be sufficiently favourable to their measures; and from their 
jong acquaintance with the natives, be able to prejudice their minds against 
their efforts. 





It will be perceived from our present number, that missionary schemes 
and Theological Seminaries, begin to attract the attention of the editors 
of some of our most respectable journals. These institutions have been 
carried of lace toa very great extent, and their abuses can no longer be 
concealed We should not be surprised, if in time they were to sink into 
disrepute, end terminate with as little glory and renown, as the mad cru- 
sadis.g schemes, and missionary plans of the church of Rome. 





The attempt in the “ Christian Repository’’ of August 24th, to identify with 
infidels, &c. all those who do not act in concert with the advocates of Missions, 
and other popular schemes of the day, seems like a dernier resort to support the 
plans now in operation, for drawing money from the people, under pretence of 
promoting the cause of christianity. The article, however, displays more ingenuity 
than the ‘* Stranger,”’ whose “‘prolusions’’ have heretofore appeared in that paper, 
is capable of exercising. Buta system, the basis of which is to promote the cause 
of the Redeemer, by means of gold and silver, is so contrary to the whole tenor of 
the New Testament, that it will require no small portion of the wisdom of thie 
world, to render it in any degree plausible ; and we shall expect from time to time, 
fo see a display of it im other, and perhaps similar productions. 


*,* “Blair’’ and “ Silas’? have been received, 
ERRATA. The word “gave’’ in our last number, page 188, sixteenth line 
from the top, should have been “ advanced.” 
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